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Summary of Research

This research deals with the condition of craftsmen or artisans in the bazaar and arcaded markets of Irbil
as depicted in Ibn al-Mustawfi’s “Tarikh Irbil” (The History of Irbil). The research consists of three parts:
The first one delves into his autobiography and introduces the book, “Tarikh Irbil” which is known as
“Nabahat al-Balad al-Khamil bi man Waradahu min al-Amathil.” The second part presents a historical
background of the Irbil bazaar and the construction of the arcaded market, which was completed in the
reign of Sultan Muzaffar ad-Din Gokbori. The third part studies the artisans such as goldsmiths, lathers,
saddlers, coppersmiths, grocers, vets and the sellers of textile, hair, animal hide and coal plus book
sellers and hired copiers in addition to peddlers roaming the alleys of Irbil to sell the merchandise. These
craftsmen represented the urban facet of the society. Therefore, affiliation with such vocations was

considered a prominent feature of the Irbil society of that period.
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